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DEATHS

Maryanne Henderson began an

James F. Howard, Jr. ’35, January 25,

internship in January with the White

Greenville. He enjoyed a career as a food

House’s Office of Faith-Based and

broker for Blue Ridge Brokerage Company.

Community Partnerships. She previously

He was also a partner in Cannon Brokerage

worked with the United Way in Greenville

Company and owner of Howard of

and with Mere Christianity Forum, a

Greenville. Before retiring in 2009, he was

ministry at Furman dedicated to the

a partner with Robert E. Nix in Triangle

exploration of thoughtful Christian faith.

Sales. As a member of the Rotary Club, he

MARRIAGE: Kirsten Nelsen and

achieved 47 years of perfect attendance.

Michael Erickson ’09, July 11. They live

He served on the organization’s board

in Greenville.

and was a Rotary Foundation Sustaining

he became a teacher in Conway, S.C., and

Mary Olive Rude ’38, December 25,

Margaret Sparks Kolb ’41, January

of Public Health in a supervisory position

then assistant principal at Conway High

Greenville. She was a supervisor with

5, 2009, Little Rock, Ark. She was a

in 1949 and remained there until her

School, from which he retired in 1981.

Liberty Life Insurance Company, retiring

community leader and staunch advocate

retirement in 1986. A conference room

David Ingram Purser III ’37, January

after 43 years of service. She was a past

for education and improving race relations.

in the health department is named in

21, Decatur, Ga. He was an English

member of the Furman Alumni Board and

In 1958 her home became a makeshift

her honor. She was active in her church,

professor at Clemson and Western

sang with the Trinity Lutheran Church choir

headquarters for a group of women who

Liberty Baptist, and was author of the

Carolina universities. He was also a retired

for more than 65 years.

supported the reopening of Little Rock’s

church’s history. A scholarship in her name

lieutenant commander in the Navy Reserve

Harry Lee Baumgardner ’39, February

four public schools after the schools

has been established at Davidson County

and was a veteran of World War II.

10, Greenville. He was a veteran of World

were closed because of opposition to

Community College.

Eleanor Stanley White ’37, December

War II, serving in England and France.

desegregation. She worked with four

Giles A. Jenerette ’37, December 28,

2, Spartanburg, S.C. After graduating

After military service, he was a partner

medical auxiliaries and with the state

North Myrtle Beach, S.C. As a World

from Furman, she did graduate work

in the former commercial real estate firm

and national chapters of Americans

War II veteran, he earned a number of

at the Juilliard School and at Columbia

of Putnam and Baumgardner. He was

United for Separation of Church and

combat decorations, among them the

University while serving on the faculty of

a former member of the Greenville Real

State. She served on the board of the

Distinguished Service Cross, the British

the Riverdale Country Schools in New York

Estate Board and served as the board’s

National Conference of Christians and

Military Cross and the Purple Heart. After

City. She moved to Spartanburg to teach

president. He was a former member of the

Jews, which honored her for her service,

the war he returned to Mullins, S.C., to

at Converse College from which she retired

Greenville Junior Chamber of Commerce,

and was legislative chair of the Little Rock

practice law and to serve as company

as an associate professor. She later served

the Exchange Club, the Lions Club and the

branch of the American Association for

commander of the Mullins unit of the

for seven years as director of cultural

Furman Paladin Club.

University Women. She was “Mother

American art and furniture who loved to share his knowledge and his

South Carolina National Guard. In the early

events at Skylyn Place in Spartanburg.

Elizabeth Reid Christenberry ’39,

of the Year” and the Kolb family was

collection with others — including his alma mater.

1960s he returned to active military duty to

January 5, Augusta, Ga. She served as

“Family of the Year” in Little Rock, and

serve a tour in the Pentagon, after which

First Lady of Shorter College in Rome,

she was the first director of the Pulaski

95, donated or loaned to Furman more than 80 items to beautify the

Ga., and Augusta (Ga.) College during

County Agency on Aging. Always active in

campus, from furniture and rugs to paintings and antiques. Cherrydale,

the presidencies of her husband, the late

denominational work, she was director of

the university’s Alumni House, was a special beneficiary of Crawford’s

George Christenberry ’36. She was

religious education at First Baptist Church

generosity and is decorated with a number of pieces that he provided.

active in civic affairs and in local music

in Asheville, N.C., before moving to Little

THIS POSTCARD from the Special Collections and

ensembles and was a member of the

Rock.

Archives department of the James B. Duke Library cap-

Daughters of the American Revolution.

Mary Lee Mies Lanford ’41, January 20,

tures a scene from the Furman Athletic Association’s

Josephine Harris Layton ’39, January

Greer, S.C.

Field Day on April 7, 1899. It offers a striking view

19, Newberry, S.C. She taught for many

Isaac Post Pitts ’41, February 22,

of Richard Furman Hall and the Old Main tower.

years in the public schools of Newberry

Camden, S.C. After service in the U.S.

County. She was a past president and

Marine Corps and the Army during World

member of the Newberry County Retired

War II, he returned to the family business

Teachers Association, a board member

and ultimately served as CEO of Hermitage

of the South Carolina Retired Teachers

Cotton Mill until its sale and his retirement

Association, an officer and member of

in 1980. He was a former Furman trustee

the Fidelis Delta chapter of Alpha Delta

and served on the boards of South Carolina

Kappa and a member of the Newberry

National Bank (Wachovia) and American

Literary Study Club. She assisted with the

Mutual Insurance Company.

publication of the Newberry County Family

Myrtle Craver Bradham Riggs ’41,

Eleanor Codding Bennett ’42, June

Paul Morgan Vernon ’42, February

History Book.

January 30, Charleston, S.C. She was

14, 2009, Bergen-Hackensack, N.J. She

28, Travelers Rest, S.C. A veteran of the

Ruth McCain Dawsey ’41, January 7,

a distinguished community volunteer

worked as an administrative assistant in

Pacific theatre in World War II, he was the

Myrtle Beach, S.C. She was a teacher,

and avid supporter of the College of

Furman memorabilia. If you have items you would

a doctor’s office in Hackensack for 25

longtime owner of Vernon’s Drug Store

retiring in 1981 after more than 30 years

Charleston, from which she held an

years and was a volunteer member of VITA

and also served as a Greenville County

like to donate, contact danielle.fisher@furman.edu,

of service. She was in the U.S. Navy during

honorary degree and was twice named

in the Maywood Public Library.

magistrate. He was a recipient of the Order

(864) 294-2194.

World War II.

Alumnus of the Year.

Member and a multiple Paul Harris

09

Fellow. He was a member of the board

David Edson is pursuing a master’s

and president of the Phillis Wheatley

degree in mechanical engineering at North

Association. He served in the U.S. Army

Carolina State University in Raleigh.

during World War II.

Lance Canington has joined ScanSource

Lucille Lopp ’36, March 2, Lexington,

in Greenville as a sales representative.

N.C. She was a longtime nurse and health

MARRIAGE: Adair Catherine

professional in North Carolina and received

Sturdivant and Daniel Paul Bard, January

the 1977 Public Health Nursing Award from

16. He is a pitcher for the Boston Red Sox.

the State Public Health Association. She

FIELD DAY, CIRCA 1899 ......................................................................................................................................................................................

The first Field Day — now a defunct tradition —
was held November 26, 1891, at the old campus in
downtown Greenville. Participants competed in such
events as the standing high kick, sack race, tug of war
and apple eating contest.
Special Collections and Archives has a copy
of the 1899 Field Day program. Visit the department’s
page on Facebook (just go to Facebook and search for
Furman Special Collections) to see various historical
treasures from the university’s archives.
The department is interested in collecting other

CHARLIE REGISTER

joined the Guilford County Department

CRAWFORD WAS ART CONNOISSEUR
ALLEN CRAWFORD WAS A PASSIONATE COLLECTOR of early

Crawford, a 1936 alumnus who died March 17 at the age of

After earning his Furman degree and doing graduate work, Crawford
spent seven years with the American Baptist Convention as a consultant
in religious education. In 1947 he shifted careers and went to work in
public relations with the Ford Motor Company in New York, where he
remained until retiring in 1971. He then returned to his home state of
South Carolina, settled in the Belton-Honea Path area and converted
an old school house into his home and gallery.
In his estate Crawford left a benefaction that will ensure the
maintenance of his and other gifts of antiques at Furman. To recognize
Crawford’s generosity, the university has named a conference room and
a circular drive at Cherrydale in his honor.

of the Palmetto, the highest civilian honor
bestowed by the state of South Carolina.
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